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To the Church of Chriſt, Con- 
gregating 1n Dead-Mans-Place 
Southwark , the Author wiſh- 
cth, that all Grace and Peace 
may abound. 


Beloved 1n our Lord, 
OD by his merciful Provi- 


dence hath yet continued 
. ns together in the ſacred 
Bonds of the glorious Go- 

' ſpel;, and it is my earneſt 
Prayer and Deſire, that, we may ſtedfaſt- 
ly keep the. Olnity of the Spirit in the 
Lond of Peace and Love. Amongſt the 
many \ AﬀiFions which have attenaed 
my Courſe in the Miniſtry, this hath 
been none of the leaſt; to wit, the too 
little | Service which I have done for 
Chriſt and immortal Souls ; yet I thank- 
fully acknowledge to' the God of all 
Grace," it is none of my Fear, that 1 
have laboured altogether in vain ſome 


of you I have eſponſed to Chriſt, others - w, 
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by my Poor endeavours have been built 
up in him; what the Bleſſed Apoſile 

writes to the Corinthians is werified 

in ſome meaſure amongſt you, 1 Fpiſt. | 
I. Chap. 27, 28. yea God is my Viitueſs, | 
1 wor'd gladly ſpend and be ſpent for you, 
7s Ability and not Will which is wanting 
to Anſwer your affeTionate ExpeFations in 
all things ; when your Sympathy ſomewhat 
eaſed me, the Lord direed, you to one 
richly anointed for his Maſters VWork - 
But ah alas! Mr. P. K. is removed in 
the Morning of his Days, in the Twen- 
ty Fourth Tear of his Age; when your 
Eyes and Heart were. much upon him, 
it may be too much, for to know Miniſters 
after the Fleſh is the ſpeedy way to be \| 
rid of them; thoſe Feet which were \ 
beautiful in bringing elad-tidings, ſhall | 
walk with you and ſpeak to you no more: | 
O that all ſuch humbling Providences | 
might be wiſely improved ! The Voice of | 
the Rod ſpeaks loud and plain, comply I 
with it for. the Lord's ſake; for what 
Reaſons I was loth to undertake this 
Province you know ; but I can deny no 
reaſonable Requeſt to your concurrans 


Deſires 5 and now what you all would 
have, 
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The Epiſtle. 

have, hath not only come to your Ear, 
but alſo to your Eye, and into your 
Hands ; it may be this will abide with 
many of you, when ſhortly it will be ſaid 
i of me, as now of the more IWorthy, 
that I aun gone alſo : What may be the 

Cenſures of ſome 1 know not, and i yout 
| be profited I ſhall leſs Matter. This 
+ of with hearty Prayers for each other ; 1s | 
, 1 mhat [ propound, and defire, whilſt I am Fg 


Living ; and your 


BY | 

Hl 

on Unworthy Paſtar, 
tH., : 
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Jonathan Owen. 


: wely Poanted for Thomas 
Arkhurſt at the Bible and Three 
rowns z2 Cheapſide near Mer- 


cers-Chapel. 


R. Adams's Funeral Sermon. 

A Diſcourſe concerning the Redeem- 
ers Dominion over the Inviſible Worlds ; 
ſome Part whereof was Preach'd on the Occa- 
ſion of the Death of Joh» Houghton Eſquire. 

Dr. Bates's Funeral Sermon. 

Mr. Mead's Funeral Sermon. 

All Four by the Reverend Mr. John Howe. 

Of the Shortneſs of Time. By F. Fuller. 

Mr. Bradford's Eight Sermons Preach'd at 
St. Pauls, at the LeQure founded by the Ho- 
nourable Robert Boyle Eſquire. | 

Mr. Philip Henry's Life 

Mr. Reynold's Miniſter of Nevinghou: his 

Life, 

Mr. Math. Henry's Diſcourſe of Meeknels. 

Mr. Joſeph Barrett's Funeral Sermon, to 
which is annexed his Life, @c. 
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Opening the 
f Nature and Grounds 


ASSURANCE 


Occaſtoned by the 


| DEATH 
Mr. Philip King, Miniſter. 


j JOB NIX. xxv. 
For I know that my Redeemer liveth. 


| OLY Job was an eminent [n- 
eo | ſtance of Grace, he had this ſin- 
gular Honour put upon him, v7z, 
Na Heavens Teſtimony that he was 


a non-ſuch for true. Piety, ver. 8. Never 
was Saint upon Earth exerciſed with Affli- 
ctions like him ; they came upon him as the 
Waves of: the Sea, The Sabbeays and the 
Caldeans, Wind and Storms ſwept all away; 
this Wife ſeemeth to be ſpared\ only to/ add 
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to his Sorrows; all his Friends were miſera- 
ble Comforters, {ſuch that auded unto, and 
aggravated his Calamities, Chap. 16. 2. His 
admirable Patience doth thus appear, to 
wit, in all heexalted God, and debaſed him- 
ſelf, Chap. 1. 21, The Iord gave, and the 
Loyd bat!) taken aw. ty, and bleſſed be the Name 
of the Lord. Chap. 7.20. I have ſinned ; 

there is his great Self-abaſement. 1n this 
Chapter, he proceeds to maintain his Inte- 
grity againſt Bildad ; he chargeth Job very 
high, he loads him with black Crimes, and 
numbers him with the vileſt of Men, ſuch 
that knew not God, as you may ſte in Chap. 
18, But to fall upon the Text, it contains 
the Reaſon of his Defence and foregoing 
Option, and the Grounds of his inward 
Support under all his outward Afﬀlicions. 
Therein more Particularly you have Two 
_— 

A full and Clear Confeſſion of Job's 
Faith. Reſpecting the Perſon, Office, and 
Glory of Jeſus Chriſt ; his Perſon, that he 
is really and truly God. So he expreſly 
calls him, I» my Fleſh ſhall I ſee God, ver. 26. 
His Office, a Redeemer of loſt and inthrald 
Sinners ; his Glory, both Preſent and PFu- 
ture ; his Preſent Glory, a living Redeem- 
er; his Future, in the latter part of the 
Verſe, He ſhall ſtand at the latter Day upon 
the Earth : i. e. He ſhall come in our Na- 
ture to Judge the World, and Triumph over 
all his ty 2 | 
2, You 
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2. You have here, the Nature, Kind, and 
| Degree of Holy YJob's Faith, it was not a 
| common but a ſpecial Faith, not a dead bur 
| a living Faith, not a weak but ſtrong Faith, 
| not a doubting but a Plerophory, a full Aſſu- 
| rance of Faith, 1 know that my Redeemer I1- 

veth ; having thus briefly open'd the Words, 

behold an Ocean of ſpiritual Matter preſents 
; it ſelf, we may venture to Launch into it ; 

| and how pleaſant will it be, if we are wrapt 


7 up in the raviſhing Contemplations thereof, | 
1 4 as the Deceaſed often was in ſuch Work; 1 
h |} and that remarkably, in his laſt Diſcourſes 
Þ ' upon glorying ia nothing but the Croſs of 
s {| Chriſt. The 
ad F Dod. T: hey are great and rare Inftances of 
S. | Grace, who like Job, can ſay, They know 
» | that their Redeemer liveth, s. e. That 
can ſay it upon Scripture Grounds. Would to 
's God we were all come up to this Grace, fance 
d it is poſſible with a Holy Ambition, let us 
We aſpire after it. 
] 
4 The Method of proſecuting this Point ſhall 
1d be thus, if the Lord will. 
- 
m- I. To Premiſe two Things for 1lluſtrati- 
he ON. 
port II. To ſet before you the Scripture Foun- 
la- dation of a well-grounded Aſſurance. 
Ver III. I ſhall confirm this Truth, by demon- 


ſtrating the greatneſs and .yarity of this N 
Grace, >”: IV. The. 


to A Funeral Sermon on the 


IV. The Practical Improvement of the 
whole, with reſpect to the ſad Occaſion 
thercof. 


The two Thingsto be prenmiſcd are theſe. 

1. There are but few that can ſay from 
Scripture- Foundation, They know that their 
Redeemer liveth ;, this is not more ſad then 
true, It 15 fxcile, ealie and common to re- 
peat the Words, but it 1s peculiar and rare 
to fin] thoſe who upon the like footing as 
Job can thus expreſs themſelves ; Zep». 1. 12. 
There God ſpeaks of ſearching Jeruſalem as 
with Candles, which denotes the exactneſs 
of the Scrutiny, ſo if we make the moſt di- 
ligent inquiry into the Lives and Expericn- 
ces of moſt Men and Women. O where are 
the Perſons that can or may thus warranta- 
bly declare themſelves ; 1 know that my Re- 
deemer l1y:th, among "them that profeſs 
Chriſt: in a more exact way then others, 
that hear more of his Perſon, Offce, 
and Glory, as Redeemer; even among theſe 
It is a rare thing, moſt are but come up to 
Hopes, and but few to the good Hope through 
Grace, that which maketh not aſhamed, 
2 The: 2. 16, 

: For as I would awaken all, ſo I would 
not caſt down any of Chriſts weak Lambs. 
- We that Preach the Word, muſt with Boa- 
nerges Thander, and with Barnabas {peak 
Conſolation to you; therefore know, it is 
Tr to, be intereſted in Chriſt, and —_ 


—_ 
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be fully aſſured of it; Aſſurance is. not of 
the Eſſence of Chriſtianity, it is but acci- 
dental, like Bemjamins Meſs, it is.a peculiar 
Favovr; they were as really Joſephs Brethren 
that had it not as he; you may be ot Chriſts 
Brotherhood by adopting Grace, and yet be 
without it : If Aſſurance were of the Eilence 
ot Grace, then none could be ſaved but ſuch :; 
this makes the number of the Bleſſed Saints 
Ten Thovfand Times fewer then they are, 
it excludes all Dead Infants out of Heaven ; 
indeed what the Apoſtle ſaith is remarka- 


| _ ble, 1 John 5. 10. He that believeth on the 


Son of God, hath the Witneſs in himſelf: But 
conſider, as it is ſpoken of Adult Perſons, 
{0 it refers to the Three-fold Witneſs ſpo- 
ken off before; wiz. the Spirit, the Water, 
and the Blood, now every Adult Believer 
hath this Witneſs in himſelf; but alas, it of- 
tentimes ſo falls out, that the Ear of Faith 
is ſo Deaf, and the Eye of Faith fo dim, and 
Hand of Faith ſo weak, that the -renewed 
Believer neither hears, ſees, nor receives his 
own Mercy's as he ought; many a doubting 
Saint hath got ſafe to Glory, when carnal 
Confidents have dropt i --o Hell-Flames ; a 
Child may be bora Heir to a great Eſtate, 
and by reaſon of his Infancy not know it; it 
1s Birth and Blood which gives right to it, 
not the preſent Senſe and Knowledge of the 
thing ; this renders the Matter comfortable, 
the other makes the Thing ſure ; thus much 
of what I thought needful to be Premiſed, - 
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but few know upon Scripture Bottom, that 
their Red.emer liveth, 1t 1s poſſible to be ſa- 
vingly intercſted 1a Chrilt, and yet not 
know It certainly. I enter upon the ſecond 
General. 

2. What is that Scripture-Foundation, 
which this full Aſſurance of Faith (7 know, 
that my Redeemer liveth) muſt be Built up- 
on. Here take Notice, for it is without 
Controverlic; this Aſſurance hath its Origi- 

nal in Grace, and not in Nature ; true, a 
natural Man may be endued with great. 
Knowledge, his Head may be full of Specu- 
lative Underſtanding about Divine "Things, 
he may come under very powerful and com- 
mon workings of the Spirit, and yet be 
without a Foundation for this; ſo much the 

Apoſtle declares, Heb. 6. 4, 5- " Now that I 
may ſet this weighty Matter before you in 
the plain Light of the Word, to know thar 
ones Redeemer liveth, it is and muſt be 
built upon this Threefold Foundation, 91x. 


1, The ſaving Knowledge of Chriſt. 
2, The appropriating Acts of Faith, 
3. And the Witneſs of the Spirit. 


1. Chriſt Jeſus in his Perſon, Office and 
Glory as Redeemer muſt be revealed to that 
Soul : Without this Manifeſtation of Chriſt 
no Man can fay it; though ignorant and con- 


dent Perſons may Orally ſpeak the Words, 


but he that doth it with this Faith, muſt know 
in 


'a a et. 


| : 
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in whom he believeth, 2 Tim. 1. 12. The 
Glory of God, in the Face, or Per'on of Je- 
{us Chriſt, muſt ſhine 1nto that Heart, 2 Cor. 
6. 4 For God who commanded the Light 
to ſhine out of 1 arkieſs, hath ſhin'd into 
our Hea'ts, to give the Light of the Know- 
ledge of the - Glory of God, m the Face of 
Jeſus Chriſt, All this is evident from Jobs 
Contcſſion, let me conſider it a little far- 
ther. 

1. He knew the Lord [Jeſus Chriſt in his 
Perſon; 7. e. He knew him to be really 
God, eternally, naturally, and eſjcatially 
God, therefore he expreily {o calls him ; 
ver. 26, Though after my Skin, Vi'orms deſtroy 
this Fody, yet 194 my Fliſh ſhall I ſee God : 
Whom I ſhall ſee for my ſelf. The glorious 
Diſplay which Chriſt will make of himſelf in 


| the latter Day, all ſhall ſee, ſome to their E- 
| ternal Horror and Contution, and ſome to 
| their Everlaſting Joy ; all the redeemed ſhall 


ſee and enjoy Chriſt, then nct one ſhall be 
diſappointed or miſling; but thoſe who are 
ſcal'd with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, they 
know it aſſuredly ; Whom 1 ſhall ſce for my 
ſelf, ver. 27. 

2. A wellgrounded Aſſurance, includes, 
not only the Knowledge of Chriſts Perſon as 
God, but alſo an Acquaintauce with his Of- 
fices as Redeemer in both Natures, the Lord 
Jeſus by Eternal and Faderal Agreement 
with his Father, is become a Redeemer ; 
Holy Job had the Knowledge and dats. 
0 


and ſhall ſtand upon the -Earth art the latter 
" Day 3 


i4 A Fivneral Seriron on the 
of this, he not only acknowledgeth Chriſt 
to be a Redeemer, but he confefleth him to 
be his living Redeemer. Chriſt redeemeth 
his two ways, by Price and Power, by the 
Price of Satisfaction paid to the Honour, 
Law, and Juſtice of God; to his Honour, 
by the Death of One, w ho thorgbt it n0 YOU= 
bery to be equal with him, Phil. 2. 6, To his 
Law, by The perfect Obedience of Chriſts 
own ſelf, who was under it, Gal. 4.4. 10 his 
Juſtice, by being made a Curſe, i, e. his indu- 
ring the SubRance thereof, Gal. 3.13. As 
thus by Price, ſo by Power the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt redeems Sonls, he hath already con- 
quer'd, Sin, Death, Hell, and the Grave by 
his Almighty Power : He 1s now conquering 
Sinners to himſelf by the Miniſtry of the 
Word and Spirit, and yet a little while, and 
the laſt Trump ſhall ſound, and the Dead 
in the Bowels of the Farth, "and in Depths 
of the Sea, ſhall hear his Voice and come to 
Judgment, John 5.28, 29. They that have 
done good, to the Reſurr edion of Life, and they 
that have done evil unto the ReſurreFion of 
Damnation; then Chriſt will compleat the 
Redemption of his People, their Bodies and 
Souls ſhall be reunited, they ſhall all appear 
with him in Glory. 

3. As the Knowledge of Chriſts Perſon 


-and Office, is included in this Afſvrance ; ſo 


likewiſe, the Knowledge of his Preſent and 
Future Glory; to wit, that he now liveth, 


i Su... 
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Death of My, Philip King. 15 
& | Day; be liveth, there is much in that Ex- 
preſſion ; it Points at the Eternity, Fulneſs 
1 | and Power of Chriſt as Redeemer ; his Eter- 
nity, that as God he hath Life in and from 


Ka himſelf; his Fulneſs, that he hath Life to 
r | give to all his Members; and his Power, 
+2 that, as he lives by his own felt, fo- he will 
is | quicken the Dead, and Judge the World in 


7s | Righteouſneſs; and ſhew, that he hath the 
Keys of Hell and Death, Rev. 1. 18. Burt, 

2. In a well-gronnded Aſſurance of an 
ac} Interelt in the living Redeemer , the Faith 
of a renewed Soul muſt appropriate Chriſt 


\n- | © himſelt; ſee how Jebs Faith wrought, 
by he not only owns Chrilt to be a Redeemer ; 
ng but his Faith cleaves faſt to him, it graples 
the | ©ard vpon him, and It recelves him with the 


\nq | Whole Heart; my Redeemer, therein lies 
the appropriating Act of his Faith ; Luther 
was wont to ſay, that the ſweet of the Go- 


2m ſpel lay much in Pronouns, 4/y Lord, and 
m_ ſaith Thomas, John 20. 28. Who lo- 
they | 2:4 me, and gave bimſelf for me, ith Paul, 


* of Gal. 2, 20, When Job lolt all his earthly En- 
the | Joy ments, he did not looſe his Intereſt in 
Chriſt; when he could not ſay my Wealth 
and worldly Subſtance, my Living, Sons 
and Daughters; then in the Affarance 
of Faith, he could ſay, my living Re- 
| dcemer; when nothing upon Earth could 
yield him Comfort, then his Faith fetchr it 
from his living Redeemer; when he was 2 
{tript of all, this remain'd, and indeed it-is.. 

the. 
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- Doubt:;-( but herein; Jobs Faigh” xcels ours, Yi 
he bblieved oft the Redeempr:to0 | 
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; & muſt Mr”. th 
> -with the. Priviledge''to'be' a Son of 
we Jobs: 1 12 But as many-as yeceru'd bim 
uh thin ® Fave he Power ita bechrite the Sons of 
"God, ever-to theme. that helleve on: his Name. 
" Holy Job had this. Wirngſs within. bimſelf,, 
- and this bore him-up againſt all chegeproachs. 
es of his miſerable Comforters; & you lee 
gw on'what Fonndarion this Aﬀſeriiq 1118 

weſay, That we know our Redeem@liveth ? 
then”Chriſt in.his Perſon, Chriſt in. his Of- 
. ves, 'and Chriſt in' bis Glory, as\Redeemer, 
muſt..be known to us;''then. Faich muſt #þys 
y{- appropriate him; then the Spirit. muſt:Kius » 
by, A ma our OT Intere[t/in him, » 144 


fi: [ proceed. to the Third General. 

X 3 Which is to Confirm the Dotrine, to- 
23 {| wit,:that they are great” and-rare! Inſtances 

x; {| of Grace, who can: ſay:: with. Holy Fob, 


it : . They kad that their Redeemer. liveth, 4, 6. | 4h 
j-+ | Thar can fay- ir upon Scripture Foundation :  - 
{= 4 20 that ſuch Inſtances are both Gran and- oY 


rare, thus appears, | : 
1, From their. Paucity, - | | = 
2, From their Excellency: of Spirit. fe MY 
3. From their . Chriſtian Deportment; ht 
with yeſpe&t to Death and Judgment ; of FE 
ftheſe «rl avhich alſo is their excelling, x 
te oy kt cadfider the: Paucity-of theſe es 
1 they muſt be.'xare:;. the es: = 
* 1 Thing ag oftemtinies makes itFare; if. G6 
4 SB DEnty; as Silver, it make les 
a, "fr 32,5 4 4 VE | | | 0 Wh _ 


ads” Un. GD AT: 4 wn . 
0; 23: 


WOE 1c WIS 


FEA *d, 
- 


"28 A Funeral Sermon on the 
-» ble then it 1s; this celeſtial Jewel (a well- 
grounded Aſſurance) it is lodged - in the 


Breaſt but of very few, more are Poor with 
much Wealth, then are Rich in the full Aſ- 


ſurance of Faith. Since Chriſts Flock is but. 


little comparatively, as he aſſures us, Leke 
I2. 32. Therefore the number of ſcaled Souls 
cannot be great; as Holy Job was anon-ſuch 
in his Day, ſo there are but a few ſuch in ours. 
Not many do attain to Aſſurance, and them 
that are indulged with it, do not always hold 
it; It is got in great Diligence, and it is 


kept with no leſs. This the Apoſtle plain- 


ly hints, Heb. 6. 11, 12. And we defrre, that 
every one of you do ſhew the ſame Diligence, 
to the full Aſſurance of Hope unto the End ; 
that ye be not ſlathful, but followers of them, 
who through Faith and Patience inherit the Pro- 
miſes, Who doth not hence perceive, that 
our. utmoſt Diligence, and a well-grounded 
Aſſurance, are inſeparably Connext ! Such 
Inſtances muſt be rare, becauſe they are 
but few. 

2, The rarity and' greatneſs of ſuch In- 
ſtances of Grace, appears from their Emi- 
nency of. Spirit ; and that, with Reſpe@ to 
their knowing, doing, and ſuffering the 
Will of God; Scripture-certified Saints , 
are Perſons of a choice Spirit, when Holy 
Jobs Body was rough caſt with Ulcer., Boils, 
and Sores, -then his precious Soul like the 
Kings Daughter was all glorions within, 
Pſalm 45+ 13. He upon the Dunghil, = » 
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Gods eſteem a rare Jewel. So the ſacred 
Scriptures ſtile the Saints, al. 3. 17. They 
ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſt, i that 
Day when 1 make uþ my Jewels, What the 
Holy Ghoſt remarks concerning Caleb, for 
his eminent Zeal, his undaunted Courage, 
and conſtant Obedience 1s applicable unto 
theſe Darlings of Heaven, well aſſured 
Souls, Numb, 14. 24. But my Servant Caleb 
becauſe he had another Spirit with him, and 
bath followed me fully, him will 1 bring into 
the Land whereiito he went, and his Seed ſhall 
poſſeſs it. Mark, God ſeldom makes great 
Promiſes to the faithful, but his Heart is al- 
{o towards their Children, his Sced ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs it; ſo in like manner, thoſe that are 
ſealed with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe; and 
therefore can ſay, their Redeemer liveth, they 
are Men and Women of choice and eminent 
Spirits; and this excellency of Spirit chiefly 
conſiſts in theſe three Things, to wit. 

1. In their clear knowing. 

2, In their faithful doing. 

3. In their paticart Suffering the Will of 
God ; let me inſiſt vpon theſe a little. 

1, They have another Spirit of Know- 
ledge, than what other Perſons commonly 
have; That a Mind favingly inlightned in 
the great Truths of the Goſpel is neceſſary 
unto a well grounded Aſlvrance, I need not 
ſtand to prove, Job witneſſeth it in the 
Text, 1 know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
you have read what Payl faith of himſelf to 
B 2 this 
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this Purpoſe, 2 Tim, 1.12. 1 know whom I 
have believed, and I am perſwaded, that he 1s 
able to keep that nhich 1 bave committed uito 
him againſt that Day. I ſhall not now 1nliſt 
upon the ſpecifick Difference, which 1s be- 
tween common and ſpecial Knowledge, You 
may be ſure, it is more then gradual. YJous 
Friends were Men of exquiſite Parts, they 
were indued with a great meaſure of excel- 
lent Underſtanding ; but in all which they 
have elegantly ſaid, concerning the Nature, 
PerfeQtions, Attributes, and Providence of 
God, how little is there made of Chriſt the 
Redeemer? But ſee how full, clear, and ex- 
preſs Holy Job is 1n this Matter. Was Chriſt 
in our Nature a living Redeemer, in the 
Decree, Purpoſe, and Promiſe of God the 
Father ? This Job knew. Was he actually 
to come in the Fleſh, and therein to Die 
and Satisfie for the Sins of his People? Job 
was not ignorant of this. Will he at the 
latter Day ſtand upon the Earth, and appear 
in a moſt glorious Manner; and then ſhall 
all that believe unto Salvation admire him, 
and fee him for themſclves ? Why Holy Job 
was inſtructed into all this, herein alſo lay 
his excellent Knowledge ; as Heaven gave a 
fngular Teſtimony to his Godlioeſs, ſo that: 
of the Pſalmiſt was verified in him, Pſalm 
25. 14. The ſecret of the Lord is with them 
that fear him; and he will ſkew them his 
Covenant, The Glory of God in the Face 
of Jeſus ſhone into his Heart, he knew 

| him 
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him to be a Redeemer, and his living Re- 
mer: 

As they have another Spirit of Know- 
kh {o alſo of Obedience unto the reveal- 
cd Wiil of God; ( bur miſtake me not here,) 

« |] do not alledee that our Obedience 1s the 
Spring and Foundation of Goſpel Aſſurance ; 
no, no, the Faith of Aſſurance looks high- 
cr; and through all this, to expect it from 
tnence 1n our imperfett State, is but loſt la- 
bour; ſuch will always be doubrful and flu- 

* &variq g about It; it Adams perfect Obedi- 

| enc2 did not. ſecure the Love of God to him, 
muchleſs can our imperfet ; this Aſſur ance 
> MK Comes 1n at the Door of Faith, trom Faiths 

Me ; Lam. of,. from Faiths relying upon, and 

- 1.0mproving the Perſon, Offices, and Glo- 

b ry of the Redeemer. Obedience can't give 

e It, but it always evidenceth that it is well 

Ly grounded. Remember I am ſhewing the 

Wi Rarity of this Grace, from that excellent 

n, | Spirit of Obedience, which gocs along 

ob vith it. And this Obedience flows from 
the right Principles of Faith in Chriſt, and 
1.ove to God; it's managed by the Rule of 
tie Word, ts projecn ted unto the Glory 
of God. Thus they adoru the Doctrine 
of God their Saviour ia all things, thus-they 
obſerve whatſoever he hath commanded 
them, and thus they deſire to ſtand compleat 
in the whole Will of God ; like as the Nee- 
le in the Compaſs,in clines to the right Point, 


0ſuch is the Divine Vertue of a wel ground- 
\_ 
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ed Aſſurance, it prompts the Snbjects of it to 
reſpect every Divine Command. The Lan- 
guage of their Holy Souls, is like to that 
of Samruel, 1 Sam. 3. 9. Speak Lord for thy 
Servant heareth. Or like that of Saul, when 
our Lord ſpake vocally unto him from Hea- 
ven, and miraculouſly Converted him to the 
Faith of himſelf, AGs 9.6. Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do ? No ſooner was the Will 
and Work of his perſecuted Lord revealed 
unto him, but his whole Self, Soul and 


Body was ingaged in it, his Head and Heart | 


ſhall contrive, his Mouth ſhall boldly ſpeak, 
and his Feet take many a weary ſtep to pro- 
pagate the glorious Goſpel of the Bleſſed Je- 
ſus. This 1s that eminency of Obedience 
which aſſured Souls are inſpired with, 

3. As they have another Spirit of Emi- 
nency for knowing and doing, ſo they have 
alſo for Suffering the Will of God ; the So- 
yeraizn Lord of all Things, hath wiſely or- 
der'd that his Servants ſhould meet with 
Tribulations in this World, I ſay with ma- . 
ny, much, and great, Tribulations, Joh» 16, 
laſt. In the World ye fhall bave Tribulation. 
Acts 1 4. 22. Through much Tribulation we muſt 
enter into the Kingdom of God. Thoſe that 
had waſhed their Robes, and made them White 
in the Blood of the Lamb, are ſaid to come out 
of great Tribulation, Rev. 7. 14. -Now it 1s 
not the Moral Vertue, but the -Chriſtian 
Grace of Patience which glorifies God in 
Afflictions ; it is Patience excited by a living 
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Faith, Patience exerted by a Divine Love;w. ; 
ſuch is that eminency of Spirit which is in 7 
a well-grounded Aſſurance, they according to 
EM our Lords Injun&tion, 1» your Patience poſſeſs 
6-24 ye your Souls, Luke 21.19. 4. e. They enjoy 
| themſelves in Chriſt, when they poſſeſs lit- 

' tle or nothing elſe, Job was not only emt- 


> |, nent for his Faith of Aſſurance, but alſo tor 
'B. his ſingular and exemplary Patience; others 
1 have been inabled to ſay, they know that their 
1 Redcemer Iiycth : But none ( except Chriit ) 
d F- did ever match him in Patience, though J:b 
Mp was not pertect and without fault, yet he was 
I a Non-ſuch for Patience; in all his AfﬀiQti- 
J- ons, he highly cxalts the Soveraignty, Wit- 
e- Com, Holineſs and Juſtice of God; ſaying, 
ce The Lord pave, and the Lord bath taken away, 
bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, Job 1. 21. 
11- in all his Tribulations, he greatly debaſed 
Ve himſelf, ſaying, 7 have /imned, Job 7. 20. 
30- And therefore the Holy Ghoſt punts a ſpeci- 
Or- al mark of Honour upon him, James 5. 10, 
1th We have beard of the Paticuce of Job : Well- 
na- aſſured Saints are eminent Inſtances of 
16, Grac« in regard of their patient Suffering 
10n. the Will of God ; let me add one Argument 
14ſt more to confirm this Potnt. 
hat 3. The greatneſs and rarity of this Grace 
hite (a well grounded Aſſurance of an Intereſt 
out in Chriſt) further appears 1n their Tri- 


umphing over Death, Hell, and the Grave, 
with their patient waiting for Chriſts par- 
ticular and general coming to Judge the 

| B 4 World, 
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World. Chriſt hath conquer d Death, 
Hell, and the Grave on the bchalt of eve- 
ry true Believer; Rom. 8. 37. Nay in all 
theſe Things, we are more then Conquerouts 
through him that hath lowed us. This gaſh- 
ly Enemy, the grim King of Terrors, 
Death, muſt ſhortly be encounter'd by 
every one of us; as every Believer may, ſo 
them that are rightly aſſured can Tri- 
umph in Chriſt over them; they like Pl 
4.708 can give Death a bold challenge to do its 
| F worſt, 1 Cor. 15.55, 56, 57- O Death, where 
| 7s thy ſling ? O Grave, where is thy Vidtory ? 
The ſting of Death is Sin, and the ſlrength of 
Sin 1s the Law ;, but thanks be to God, nhich 
giveth us the Vidory through our. Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Victory they have by. Free Gitt 
through Jeſus Chriſt, the Faith of Aſſurance 
often puts Believers upon deſiring and groan- 
Ing to be diſſolved and why, though im- 
mediately after Death comes Judgment; yet 
being cloathed vpon, they ſhall not be found 
naked of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. 5. 3. , 
if ſo be that being cloath'd, we ſhall not be 
found naked ; hence it 1s that Believers, eſpe- 
clally ſuch that are ſeaPd with the Holy 
Spirit of Promiſe, they are ſaid to Love, 
and look for the appearing and come- 
ing of Chriſt to Judgment, 2 Tm. 4. 8. 
Flenceforth there 1s laid up for me a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, (hall give me at that Day, and not to 
me only, but unto all them alſo that Love his 
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appearing. So in Heb. 9. 28. Chriſt was once 
cfjered to bear the Sins of many, and unto them 
that loo for him, (hall he appear the ſecond 
Time, without Sin unto Saluation. They Love 
and look tor Chriſts appearing, like as a 
loving Wife doth for the pleaſant return of 
her long abſent Husband : It could be no 
great Matter for Job to Die, for it was but 
to go to his living Redeemer; 1t could be 
no terrifying Thing to him to appear at 
the Bar of God, for he not only kept his In- 
tegrity unto the Laſt, but he knew that his 
powerful Advocate and Days-man was his 
living Redeemer. Thus I have finiſhed the 
Doctrinal- Part of this Obſervation 3 wiz. 
They are great and rare Inſtances of Grace, 
who can with Holy Job, upon Scripture 
Grounds ſay, They know that their Redeemer 
Iycth, Now this Doarine might be appli- 
ed many Ways, but to Contract : 

1. Know that the greatneſs and rarity of 
this Grace is no effeQtual Bar to the thing ir 
ſelf; though it be great Grace, and a ſpe- 
cial Favour, yet it: is poſſible and attainable ; 
the Papiſts and Armimans erre greatly by de- 
nying the poſlibility of Aſſurance, in the true 
and proper Scripture Sence of it. Is not 
the Effect of Chriſts Righteouſneſs appre- 
hended by Faith, Peace, Ouictneſs, and 4/- 
ſurance for ever ? Yea Iſa. 32. 17. Doth not 
the Holy Ghoſt expreſly ſay. Theſe things 
bave I written unto you that believe on the Name 
of the Son of God, that ye may know, that ye have 

; Eter- 
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Eternal Life, 1 John 5. 13. Is it not the 
{pecial Office of the Spirit to Witneſs and 
Seal up our Intereft in Chriſt? 1 John 5. 8. 
There arc Tyree that bear Witneſs in Earth, 
the Spirit, and the Water, and the Blood, and 
theſe Three apree in one. Morcover, are not 
we required to give Diligence, to make ouy 
Calling and Election ſure ? 2 Pet. 1.10, Let 
me add, have not ſome of Chriſts faithful 
Servants attaind to it in this Life? if the 
Deceaſed had not experienced this great 
Grace, if he had not been one of theſe rarc . 
Inſtances, yon had not been thus entertain'd, 
by this Subject at preſent. Now that you 
may attain to this rich Grace, and have an 
experimental diſcerning that you are in the 
bleſſed number of theſe rare Inſtances. Take 
this Advice. 

1. Stedfaſtly believe, that a well ground- 
ed Aſſurance 1s attainable, but withall take 
heed of the two common Extreams, which. 
abound much in this preſent Age; wiz. do 
not with ſome deny the poſſibility of the 
thing, nor with others (who know not ex- 
perimentally the way of the Spirit in work- 
ing this) I ſay, do not with them preſume 
vpon it without Scripture warrant, theſe 
both muſt be carefully ſhun'd; they are ve- 
ry hazardous, to the Peace, Comfort, and 
welfare of immortal Souls. 

2, Hope, that in the uſe of appointed means 
you may be favour'd with it. Say not there 
is no hope, as God hath not excluded "_ 
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g. very command to give Diligence, imports &. 7 
/N a deſign and poſſibility of the Thing ; * & 
1d 2 Pet. 1. 10. Give Diligence to make your Cal- 
ot ling and Ele&ion ſwe. Methinks the Grace 
w #- and Authority herein contain'd, ſhovld 
et , move you to ſtrive and endeavour after it ; 
ul yea to conclude though not for, yet in ſo 
he doing it is poſſible for you, and you in 
AT particular; do not only propound Grace 
re . neceſlary to Salvation in the uſe of the 
d, | means, but level and aim at this, even to 
Ou know like Job, That your Redeemer liveth, 
an 3. Would you attain to this Grace, viz. 
he A (a well gronnded Aſſurance of your intereſt 
ke P an the living Redeemer ) then with Dili- 
gence attend to the Miniſtry of the Word ; 
d- even that which hath a Teſtimony in your 
ke Conſciences, that it is the Miniſtry of the 
ch. Goſpel, and hath the Adminiſtration of the 
do Spirit going along with 1t. Not only Faith, 
he Rom. 10. 17. But alſo this Aſſurance comes 
X- by Hearing, and what an incouraging Pro- 
ke miſe is that which you have in "Hoſea 6. 3. 
ne Then ſhall we know, if we follow on to know the 
ele Lord, his going forth is prepar'd as tve Morn- 
(2 ing, and he ſhall come unto us as the Rain, as 
nad the latter and the former Rain unto the Earth. 
O what hold 1s here for Faith, mark, his go- 
ns ing forth is prepar'd, and prepar'd as the 
re Morning ; now how doth the Morning go 
forth ? Why certainly, gradually, irreſiſta- 


bly and exceeding comfortably ? Why thus 
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AY the Lord diſcover himſelf to the .re- 
egm'd; but remember then, you muſt follow 


- off, not Play faſt acd loofe ; take ſome ſteps 


and then turn out of the way, but you muſt 
with this Promiſe, like a Staff in your haiid, 
follow on toknow the Lord. In this his ordina- 
Ty Way he ſealeth vp Believers unto the Day 
of Redemption : Is Chriſt a living and Life 
giving Redeemer, then why may not' you 
have Lite in and from him? Hath he by 
the Price of his Blood, and the Power of 
his Spirit redeemed precious- Souls : Why 
may not the Verrtne of the one, and the 
Power of the other incloſe and fave you ? 
Is he exalted in our Natures, then why may 
not you he pittied and reliev'd by him ? 
Will he ſtand upon the Earth in the latter 
Day, and in a triumphant Manner to Judge 
the World, then except the Judge be your 
Advocate, youll periſh for ever. . 

4. As the Goſpel reveals Chriſt to poor 
Sinners, fo put forth the Hand of Faith and 
receive him; you are under command to 
believe, and that without delay, 1 Jobn 3. 
23. No preſcat Indiſpolition removes the 
Obligation, put not thoſe blocks in your 
Way, which Chriſt in the Goſpel has re- 
mov'd. What though Sinners are naturally 
impotent, yet who knows, but if you heark- 
en, his Power ſhall be exerted : the Poor 
Man did not Obje& his Band was wither 'd, 
but when his Heart was toward Chriſts 
wen Power : He ound I It wepr Quf. 
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with the Command, and his wither? 
was reſtor'd and made whole; ſec ati. ® 
13. The living Redeemer, 1s "Lord of Ly 
and Glory ; when the Word. went ont 
his Mouth, you know how T bomas reply'd af Js 
Lord and my God, John 29. 28, "8 
5- Take hced of grieving the Spirit, Dur 
underſtand, and examine your ſelves in the 
way of his ſealing and confirming Souls. 1 
ſhall not touch upon the immediate and me- 
diate Way of the Spirits Witneſs, you have 
not only heard, but experienced the thing 
it ſelf in both Parts. Bur ah alas, It 1s lo- 
norance of this which makes ſome preſume, 
and It 1s noacquaintednefs with this which 
makes thee ſafe in the Hands of Chriſt, to 
tear they ſhall be miſerable for ever. O tha 
you were $kilful in this matter, the 1.ord 
lead you into this Truth, viz. 'The right 
way of the Spirits ſealing and alluring Souls, 
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Now yoy will expect, that I ſhould ſpeak 
ſomething of what hath occaſioned this Sub- 
ject z you know it is ſomewhat more than 
ordinary, two related to us, both Interred 
in one Weck, defir'd this Text might be 
ſpoke from. The one was a Private Mem- 
ber, the other a Publick Perſon ; your choice 
and my Fellow-Helpcr in the Work of the 
Goſpel. It is not my way to ſpeak much of 
the Dead, I had rather that Perſons Lives and 
Good Works, than my Lips, ſhould be the 
Irumpets of their Praiſes; but in this I 
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- — may-a0t be altogether filent, Mr. Phitip 
By _ X;:2Aor his Time and ſtanding was a burn- 
I: ingand ſhining Light, you could "Tejoyce in 
TE ©, - ir but for a ſeaſon ;. becauſe a violent Feaver 
FE extingmiſht his Lamp in the Twenty Fifth 
IF >. Year of his' Age. And now, when God is 
#+_. catting off his faithful Watchmen, ſhall not 
#.” Wethat remain tell you what of the Night ? 
| * bh It is evident, God hath a Controverſie with . 
8. ns, for his Embaſladors are calld home; . 
not 'only the Aged and Honourable whoſe 
Labours commend them to all judicious and | 
ingenious Chriſtians : But alſo, our budding® 
ef Hopes are cut-off in great meaſure by * 
oy the ſorprizing Death of the riſing Generati- 
$ on ; not only the Reveren&Mr. Bates, and 
' Worthy Mr. Mead, but ſome of our hope- 
| ful Young Ones> Mr. S—— Mr. King 
are gone alſo. Formerly God gave us. ma- 
ny faithful Witneſſes in Time of reſtraint, 
but now we have Liberty, what have we 
elſe ? Now our Elijab's Mantels ave dropt off, 
O- that a double Portion of the Spirit might {/ 
p. be upon the ſucceeding Elſhba's. But you \ 
, of this Congregation, behold what the Lord 7 
>. hath done, and humbly -enquire into the 
meaning of this ſad Providence; doth not 
this Rod loudly call for the Unity of the Spi- 
- Tit in the Bond of Peace and Love? conform 
to it foe the Lords ſake. I need not inform 
ou, that the Deceaſed was one of theſe rare 
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.as they were for him:.Indeed he was of an Sh 


leſt worſt befal us; not hardening, but teach- I 
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not almoſt every Prayer, and « ern 
declare thas he was upon the Colcital 
of a well grounded Aſſurance; and bt 
ſequently as ready for Death and Judgn 


nent Spirit for powerful Godtineſs. 1 know), 3580 
not what Suffering-Work he was ever cal- Ww*" 


.led out unto, but his Acquaintance with the *,' 


Myſteries of the Goſpel, his Patience in * 
Sickneſs, and his Triumph in Death was all 
more than Ordinary ; by theſe things we 
have fair warning, God help vs to take it, 


ing and humbling Afflictions are New-Co- 
venant Mercies. So much for this Text, 
and Time, the Lord give yon Underſtanding 
in all Things. 


